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<B>MERCY COMMISSION REJECTED APPEAL BY DEKANIDZE<D> 


VILNIUS, May 10, ELTA - The Mercy Commission headed by 
Lithuanian President Algirdas Brazauskas held a session on 
Wednesday. 


During the session the commission considered appeals by 53 
convicts. Appeals by Boris Dekanidze was among those 
considered by the commission. 


Appeal by Dekanidze was rejected, presidential spokesman told 
ELTA. 


Appeals for mercy by 14 convicts were satisfied. 


Three of them were pardoned; imprisonment period was 
shortened for the remaining. 


<B>LITHUANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER TO PARTICIPATE IN MEETING OF 
PRIME MINISTERS OF COUNCIL OF EUROPE<D> 


VILNIUS, May 10, ELTA - Lithuanian Foreign Minister Povilas 
Gylys on Thursday will participate in the meeting of the 
Committee of Ministers of Council of Europe in Strasbourg, 
France. 


The Information and Press Department of Foreign Ministry told 
ELTA that the ministers will focus on the changing political 
role of the Council of Europe in the continent as well as the 
enlargement of the organisation. 


They will also discuss the process of preparation of the 
convention protocol on the human rights and freedoms in 
Europe. 


<B>DEFENCE MINISTER TO GO TO POLAND<D> 
VILNIUS, May 10, ELTA - A Lithuanian delegation headed by 


Defence Minister Linas Linkevicius on Thursday is beginning 
its official visit in Poland. 


During the two days of the visit the delegation will meet 
with Polish Prime Minister Jozef Oleksy, Defence Minister 
Zbignev Okonski, Foreign Minister Wladyslaw Bartoszewski, 


parliamentary defence commission and other officials 
responsible for the Polish security policy. 


It is expected that two protocols will be signed during the 
visit. 
The first one will expand the Lithuanian-Polish agreement on 


bilateral cooperation signed in 1993. The new document will 
forsee the bilateral cooperation based on the Partnership for 
Peace progrmme. 


The next protocol will provide for the bilateral 
consultations for air control systems. 


